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PANAMA  TRIP  SUMMARY  -  2011

A.
INTRODUCTION:

Thank you for participating on our Panama expedition.  The trip was a great success.  I very much appreciate all of your help and your great senses of humor.  You were wonderful!
We saw and heard a total of 224 species of birds and 10 species of mammals.  We also had the opportunity to explore some very beautiful natural areas.
Included in this report are the Top Ten Birds, Trip Highlights, Location Summaries, and Bird and Mammal Checklists.

I look forward to traveling with you again in the near future!

Best Regards,

Bill Gette

Sanctuary Director

Joppa Flats Education Center

P.O. Box 1558

Newburyport, MA 01950

978-462-9998

bgette@massaudubon.org

B.
TOP TEN BIRDS:

The following ten species of birds were selected by our participants as the Top Ten Birds for the trip.

  1.
Blue-crowned Motmot
  2.
Emerald (Blue-throated) Toucanet
  3.
Crimson-backed Tanager
  4.
Rufescent Tiger-Heron
  5.
Red-capped Manakin
  6.
Red-legged Honeycreeper
  7.
Tawny-capped Euphonia
  8.
Golden-hooded Tanager
  9.
Barred Antshrike
10.
Rufous Nightjar
C.
TRIP HIGHLIGHTS:

Our participants also shared their trip highlights.  I hope that these highlights bring back happy memories of our trip―they certainly did for me!

  1.
Seeing the two Western Night Monkeys in the tree hole (just off Pipeline Road);

  2.
finding the Boat-billed Heron on its nest (Summit Pond);

  3.
enjoying ice cream with the locals at Summit Park;
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C.
TRIP HIGHLIGHTS:

  4.
seeing the Rufous Nightjar on its nest (near Summit Pond);

  5.
encountering a flock of wood-warblers near the entrance to Pipeline Road (Golden-winged, Blue-winged, Tennessee, Magnolia, Chestnut-sided);

  6.
watching the huge ACL ship passing through Miraflores locks (Panama Canal);

  7.
being awakened by the Mantled Howler Monkeys at Canopy Tower;

  8.
seeing the lights of Panama City twinkling in the distance (from Canopy Tower);

  9.
watching the Common Tody-Flycatchers building their hanging nest (near Achiote village);

10.
hearing the “scritch, scritch, scritch” calls of the Keel-billed Toucans;

11.
visiting Castillo de San Lorenzo;

12.
watching the Montezuma and Chestnut-headed oropendolas displaying;

13.
watching the family of House Wrens in the small corale (near Achiote village);

14.
being amazed by the bright red of the male Red-breasted Blackbirds (Achiote Road);

15.
seeing four species of trogons on our walk down the Canopy Tower road (White-tailed, Slaty-tailed, Black-tailed, and Black-throated);

16.
watching the pair of Broad-billed Motmots along the road above Canopy Lodge;

17.
hearing and finally seeing the Black-crowned Antpitta (Las Minas area);

18.
walking through the produce market in El Valle de Anton;

19.
enjoying great food at both Canopy Tower and Canopy Lodge;

20.
discovering the Hoffman’s Two-toed Sloth in the tree at the entrance to Pipeline Road;
21.
watching the Blue Morpho butterflies flashing as they flew past us on the trails;

22.
watching the leafcutting ants carrying leaf fragments to their colonies;

23.
visiting the amphibian rescue center in El Valle;

24.
seeing so many bird so well;

25.
enjoying the train ride from Colon along Gatun Lake and the Panama Canal;
26.
seeing the large mantis on the hammock (Canopy Lodge);

27.
watching the Rufescent Tiger-Heron on its nest (Ammo Dump Ponds);

28.
watching the female Black-throated Mango feeding its fledgling (Ammo Dump Ponds);

29.
identifying so many different species of tanagers;

30.
participating in the nightly checklist sessions – reviewing our many sightings;

31.
watching the sunrises from Canopy Tower;

32.
searching for and finally seeing the Tody Motmot (Carra Iguana in El Valle);

33.
being invited into the garden to see the Tropical Screech-Owl (Carra Iguana);

34.
sitting on the patio at Canopy Tower and watching all of the birds come to the feeders – “How great is this!”;

35.
learning so much about the plants and butterflies;

36.
having great local leaders:  Alexis Sanchez at Canopy Tower and Tino Sanchez and Danielo Rodriguez at Canopy Lodge; and
37.
being so well cared for throughout our trip.
Bill Gette

March 15, 2100
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Column Notations on Checklists:
3/5
This column includes all species seen en route from Tocumen International Airport (Panama City) and during our late afternoon/early evening birding from the top of Canopy Tower.
3/6
This column includes all species seen starting pre-dawn at Canopy Tower; during our morning walk down the Canopy Tower road (8:30a.m. to 11:30 a.m.); and during our afternoon visit to the Ammo Dump Ponds near Gamboa ( 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.).

3/7
This column includes all species seen starting pre-dawn at Canopy Tower; during our half-day trip to Pipeline Road (6:45 a.m. to noon); and during our afternoon visits to Summit Park (Harpy Eagle exhibit) and to the Summit Ponds (2:15 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.).

3/8
This column includes all species seen starting pre-dawn at Canopy Tower; during our morning field trip in the Chagres River resort area (8:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.); and during our afternoon visit to the Miraflores Visitor Center on the Panama Canal (2:30 p.m. to 5:15 p.m.).

3/9
This column includes all species seen during our trip to the Achiote area on the Caribbean lowlands in the morning; at Castillo de San Lorenzo during midday; and during our late afternoon train ride from Colon to its Pacific coast passenger terminal (5:00 a.m. to 6:45 p.m.).

Departed Canopy Tower at 5:00 a.m.

Crossed the Panama Canal at Gatun Locks at 6:30 a.m.

Arrived in the Achiote village area by 7:30 a.m. 
3/10
This column is broken into two sections based on the significant differences in the habitat types we visited.

   The first number, if any, represents species seen at Canopy Tower prior to our 10:00 a.m. departure for El Valle de Anton.

   The second number, if any, represents species seen once we left the Pan American Highway and began our ascent into the El Valle area and during our afternoon walk up the road from Canopy Lodge to the waterfall (3:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.).

Departed Canopy Tower at 10:00 a.m.

Arrived at El Valle de Anton and Canopy Lodge at 12:30 p.m.
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Column Notations on Checklists:

3/11
This column includes all species seen starting pre-dawn at Canopy Lodge; during our morning visit to the Las Minas area and the Toledano chicken farms above Canopy Lodge (7:15 a.m. to noon); during our visit to the El Valle produce market, and during our visit to El Nispero Zoo and amphibian center (2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.).

3/12
This column includes all species seen starting pre-dawn at Canopy Lodge; during our morning visit to the La Mesa and Rio India Road area above Canopy Lodge (7:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.); and during our walk along Carra Iguana in the village of El Valle (3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.).

3/13
This column includes all species seen starting pre-dawn at Canopy Lodge and during our drive from El Valle de Anton to Tocumen International Airport (8:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.).

Notes on the Following Checklists:

C  =  Commonly seen in the place(s) indicated.

H  =  Heard only

*  =  Species seen as we drove through Panama City en route to Tocumen International Airport.
Thank you again for participating on our Mass Audubon trip to Panama.

I will be leading a trip to Honduras in March 2012.  If you would like information about that exciting adventure, please contact me at 978-462-9998 or bgette@massaudubon.org.

PANAMA  TRIP  SUMMARY  -  2011
BIRD  CHECKLIST


Dates:
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
Tinamou, Great

   1
Whistling-Duck, Bl.-bellied


 18
Chachalaca, Gray-headed

   4
 12

   2

 10
    3

Stork, Wood








   5*

Frigatebird, Magnificent

   6
   4
  C
  C
 6/0


  C*

Cormorant, Neotropic








   1*
Anhinga

   1


   1
Pelican, Brown

 15

 24
 10



 50*

Tiger-Heron, Rufescent

   3
Heron, Great Blue


   1

   1
Egret, Great
   1

   1
   2
   6
 1/0


   2
Egret, Snowy




   3
Heron, Little Blue


   1

   5
Heron, Tricolored

   1
Egret, Reddish




   1

Egret, Cattle
   3



 10

 10
 12
 10
Heron, Green

   1
   1


 0/1
Heron, Boat-billed


   2
Vulture, Black
  C
  C
  C
  C
  C
C/C
  C
  C
  C
Vulture, Turkey
  C
  C
  C
  C
  C
C/C
  C
  C
  C
Osprey

   2
   2
   3
   4

Kite, Swallow-tailed




   3


   1
Kite, White-tailed





 1/0
Kite, Snail




   8
Kite, Plumbeous



   1
   1

Hawk, White




   3
Black-Hawk, Common




   1

Hawk, Broad-winged







   2

Hawk, Gray

   1

   1

Hawk, Short-tailed
   1
   1





   1
Hawk, Swainson’s
   1

   2
Hawk, Zone-tailed



   1
Caracara, Yellow-headed


   2
   1
 15


   3
Kestrel, American




   1

Crake, White-throated

   2
Wood-Rail, Gray-necked







   1
Crake, Uniform







   1

Gallinule, Purple

   2
Moorhen, Common

   2

   3
Lapwing, Southern



   2


   2
   5
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Dates:
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
Jacana, Wattled

 12
   2

   1

Sandpiper, Spotted




   2

Whimbrel








   4*

Gull, Laughing



  C




  C
Dove, Rock
  C
  C
  C
  C
  C
C/0
  C
  C
  C
Pigeon, Pale-vented
 
   1
   6
   6
   6
Pigeon, Scaled
   2
   2

   2

 2/0
Ground-Dove, Ruddy

   2
   6
   4


   6
   1
Dove, White-tipped

   1
   6
   1
   1
 0/2
  C
   3
Dove, Gray-chested
   1

   2

   2
Parakeet, Orange-chinned

   2
   3

   2
Parrot, Blue-headed







   1
Parrot, Red-lored

   2
   6
    2
   8
 2/0
Parrot, Mealy

   6


   2
Cuckoo, Squirrel

   1
   1
   1
   1

   2
Ani, Greater


   3
Ani, Smooth-billed

   2
 12

   3

   2
Screech-Owl, Tropical







   1 

Nightjar, Rufous


   1

Swift, Short-tailed
   6
   2
   2
Swift, Lesser Swallow-tailed

   2
   2
Hermit, Rufous-breasted




   2
Jacobin, White-necked

  C
  C
   6
   1
 6/0

Mango, Black-throated

   3
   2
   1
Emerald, Garden







   1
Emerald, Violet-crowned




   1
 0/1
   2

Hummingbird, Violet-bellied

   1
   1
   2


   1
Hummingbird, Blue-chested

   1



 1/0
   1

Hummingbird, Snowy-bellied

   2



 0/1
   2
   1
Hummingbird, Rufous-tailed


   1
   1

 0/1
   2
   4
   1

Plumeleteer, White-vented





 1/0

Plumeleteer, Bronze-tailed







   1

Hummingbird, Ruby-throated






   1

Trogon, Slaty-tailed

   1


   1

Trogon, Black-tailed

   1

Trogon, White-tailed

   1


  H

Trogon, Black-throated

   2

Trogon, Orange-bellied






   1

Trogon, Violaceous


   1

Motmot, Tody







   1
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Dates:
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
Motmot, Blue-crowned


   1




   2

Motmot, Rufous





 0/1
   2
   1
Motmot, Broad-billed

   1




   2
Kingfisher, Ringed



   2


   1
Kingfisher, Amazon


   1

Kingfisher, Green


   2

   2

   2
   1
Puffbird, Black-breasted




   2
Puffbird, Pied




   1
Puffbird, White-whiskered


   1
Toucanet, Emerald (Blue-thr.)






   1

Aracari, Collared




   5

Toucan, Keel-billed
   2
   6
   6
   6
   8
 2/0
   3

Toucan, Chestnut-mandibled


   5
Woodpecker, Black-cheeked


   2

   4
Woodpecker, Red-crowned

   2
   6
   2
   1
 0/1
   2
   5
   1
Woodpecker, Cinnamon


   2


 1/0
Woodpecker, Lineated




   2
Xenops, Plain


   1
Woodcreeper, Wedge-billed







   1

Woodcreeper, Cocoa

   1
   4


 2/0
   1
Woodcreeper, Spotted







   1
Antshrike, Fasciated

   1
   1
Antshrike, Barred



   2



   1
Slaty-Antshrike, Western

   1
Antvireo, Spot-crowned






   1

Antwren, Checker-throated


   1

Antwren, Dot-winged


   4


 1/0
Antbird, Dusky

   1
   1


 1/0
Antpitta, Black-crowned






   1
Tyrannulet, Brown-capped

   2

Tyrannulet, Yellow-crowned



   1
Elaenia, Yellow-bellied

    1




   1
Elaenia, Lesser






   1
   1

Flycatcher, Olive-striped






   1

Flycatcher, Ochre-bellied


   1

Tyrannulet, Paltry

   1

Tody-Flycatcher, Common

   1
   1

   2
 0/1
   2
    2
Tody-Flycatcher, Black-headed




   2

Wood-Pewee, Eastern



   1

 1/0
Tyrant, Long-tailed




   2
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Dates:
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
Attila, Bright-rumped


  H

Mourner, Rufous


   1

Flycatcher, Dusky-capped

   2


   1

Flycatcher, Panama

   1
   1
   1

Kiskadee, Lesser

   3

Kiskadee, Great

   2
 10
   6
  C
Flycatcher, Boat-billed

   1
   2

Flycatcher, Rusty-margined

   1
   1

Flycatcher, Social

   2
  C
   4
   6

   2
   6
   2
Flycatcher, Gray-capped




   1
Flycatcher, Streaked

   1
   1
   1
   5


   1
   1
Flycatcher, Sulphur-bellied




   1

Flycatcher, Piratic

   1
   4

Kingbird, Tropical

  C
  C
  C
  C

   2
   2
   6
Flycatcher, Fork-tailed



   2
   4
Becard, Cinnamon

   2

   2
Becard, White-winged



   1

Tityra, Masked




 12
Tityra, Black-crowned




   2

Fruitcrow, Purple-throated

   1
   2

Cotinga, Blue


   1
Manakin, Golden-collared


   6
Manakin, Red-capped



   1

 2/0
Vireo, Yellow-green


   1




   1

Greenlet, Lesser

   6
   4
   2

 2/0

Shrike-Vireo, Green

   2
  H
  H

 H/0

Jay, Black-chested


   3

   1
 0/1
   2
   4

Martin, Gray-breasted
   6
  C
  C
  C
  C


   2
  C

Swallow, Mangrove

   2
   2
   2

Swallow, Blue-and-white







   7

Swallow, S. Rough-winged
   2
  C
  C
  C
  C

 12
   1

Swallow, N. Rough-winged

   2

Swallow, Barn
 12
   2

Wren, White-headed




   1

Wren, Bay


   1

   2

   2
   2

Wren, Rufous-breasted






   2

Wren, Rufous-and-white

   1

Wren, Southern House



   1
   4
 0/1
 10
  C
   2

Wood-Wren, White-breasted







   1

Gnatwren, Tawny-faced







   1
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Dates:
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
Gnatcatcher, Tropical

   2
   1

   1
 2/0

Robin, Clay-colored

   2
  C
  C
  C
0/C
  C
  C
  C

Mockingbird, Tropical

   1
   3
   4
   6
 1/0

Warbler, Blue-winged


   1

Warbler, Golden-winged


   1

Warbler, Tennessee

   2
   6


 H/1
   2
   4

Warbler, Yellow


   1
   1

Warbler, Chestnut-sided

   4
   6


 0/2
   3

Warbler, Magnolia


   6

Warbler, Yellow-rumped




   1

Warbler, Bay-breasted

   2



 0/2
   1

   1

Warbler, Black-and-white

   1
   1



   1

Warbler, Prothonotary



   1

Waterthrush, Northern

   1
   1

Warbler, Mourning





 0/2


   1

Warbler, Rufous-capped





 0/1
   3
   1

Bananaquit





 0/3
   2
Tanager, Dusky-faced






   2
   3
   1

Tanager, Gray-headed





 0/1

Tanager, White-shouldered

 10
  C
   2

 2/2

Tanager, Tawny-crested






   5
   2

Tanager, White-lined






   8
   6

Tanager, Crimson-backed

   4
 10
   6
 12
 0/2
   4
   6
   2

Tanager, Flame-rumped



   2
   5
 0/5
   4
   4
   2

Tanager, Blue-gray

   4
 12
 12
  C
 2/C
  C
  C
  C

Tanager, Palm
   2
   6
   4
  C
 12
 4/6
   6
   2
   2

Tanager, Golden-hooded


   4


 2/2

Tanager, Plain-colored


   1
   2
   2
 2/0

Tanager, Bay-headed





 0/2
   1
   1

Tanager, Silver-throated






   3
   8

Dacnis, Scarlet-thighed





 0/2

Dacnis, Blue

   2
   6

Honeycreeper, Green

   2
   2
   2

 2/5
   2
   2
   2

Honeycreeper, Red-legged


   4
   2

 0/1
   4
   2
   2

Saltator, Streaked



   2


   2
   2
   2

Saltator, Buff-throated

   1
   1
   1
   4
 0/1

Saltator, Black-headed




   3

Grosbeak, Slate-colored

   1
   3

Grassquit, Blue-black


   1

   1

   6
   1

Seedeater, Variable

   2
   6
   6
   6

 10
   4
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Dates:
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
Seedeater, Yellow-bellied


   6




 12

Seedeater, Ruddy-breasted


   4

Seed-Finch, Thick-billed

   1


   1

Grassquit, Yellow-faced






   4
   2

Sparrow, Orange-billed






   1

Sparrow, Black-striped




   1

Tanager, Summer


   2




   1

Ant-Tanager, Red-crowned






   2

Grosbeak, Blue-black

   1

Blackbird, Red-breasted




   6

Grackle, Great-tailed
  C
   4
  C
  C
  C
 C/0
   1

  C
Cowbird, Shiny


   4

   1

   3
   1

Cowbird, Bronzed


   2
Cowbird, Giant


   2

Oriole, Orchard

   1

Oriole, Yellow-backed


   6
Oriole, Baltimore




   1

   1

Cacique, Scarlet-rumped

   4
   2
   2

 2/0
Cacique, Yellow-rumped


 10

 15

Oropendola, Chestnut-headed


   4

   2
 0/2
   4
 10
   6
Oropendola, Montezuma




   6

Euphonia, Yellow-crowned


   2
   2


   1

Euphonia, Thick-billed

   2

   1

 0/C
  C
  C
  C

Euphonia, Tawny-capped






   2

TOTAL  BIRD  SPECIES  SEEN:   224
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MAMMAL  CHECKLIST


Dates:
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
Sloth, Brown-thr. Three-toed


   2
   1
Sloth, Hoffmann’s Two-toed

   1
   1


 1/0

Monkey, Mantled Howler
   6
  C
  C
  C
  C
 C/0
Monkey, Western Night


   3

Coati, White-nosed

   4
 12

   1
Squirrel, Red-tailed





 1/1
   1
   1
Squirrel Variegated

   1

   2

 0/1
   2
   1
Squirrel, Western Dwarf







   1

Agouti, Central American


   1
   6
Tayra


   1
TOTAL  MAMMAL  SPECIES  SEEN:   10

