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with 12 participants: Carla, Bud and Gingy, Lynn, Niki, Sharon and Park, Ed and Beth, Ed, Bill and Judie

All photosby tour participantCarla Bregman

Sun., Mar. 25, 2012Panama CityArrivals
/ Canopy Tower

Several of our group came in early, so today six off"
them were met at their hotel at the mouth of the '
tLyLEYE JFyEFE G2 GNFyaTSNG i
had a funcouple of days exploring the city and on ¢
Saturday, they transited the Panama Canal. The g}
remaining six came in at various times, Peg being ™ %
last as her first flight segment out of Lincoln, /
Nebraska was delayed waiting for a flight crew to jg
come in to relievea pilot who was ill. With it being 2
spring break, rebooking took a neaniracle, but she
finally arrived- and her luggage did so two days
et later. Many of the group knew each other from
*ﬁ previous trips so the welcome dinner took on a
i merry feeling of reunionWhen Peg arrived,
several of the group went up on the Observation
. deck to visit, watching ships go through the
® Panama Canal as stars filled the skies.
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=5 amazed by what lookelike aVERY small area, yet

there were rooms, dining and observation spaces,

just where were those suites? Lynn immediately
photographed the earplug dispensermetal
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makes for little insulatin. The food made a big hit, as did the happy hour. Everyone there was friendly,
LRAYGAY 3 2dzi SFASNI & 6KIG 6SQR aSS 2y 2dzNJ @I NA 2
is that of Raul Arias de Para, and to see it in your mind, you muskegonebsite tosee itfor yourself

Mon., March 26, 2012 Semaphore Hill / Ammo Ponds near Pipeline Rd.

After travel, to spend the first morning out of a
vehicle seemed perfect, and we walked at a leisurely
pace down Semaphore Hill, the rise that ousragar
station, now hotel, sits upon. As the radar was
hidden, few trees were cut, so as a nature lodge the
trees are right out the windows, as are their
inhabitants, a twetoed sloh, Howler Monkeys,

Green Shriké/ireos, soorto-migrate Chestnusided
Warblers, Scaet-rumped Caciques and more.

We greeted the day atop the tower, watching as 11
Keetbilled Toucans assembled in a bare tree, tossing
fruit and calling to each other. They were joined by

¢ Sxdl

raucous Redored Parrots and Scaled Pigeons,
which sport bright bls, spotted napes, and
chestnut feathers on their backs. There were somgi
outrageous flowers in bloom passion flower vines, &
epiphytic orchids. We started the walk after ’
breakfast, spending the full moimg in pursuit of )
trogons, pufbirds, antbirds ad other jewels of the A« €%,
tropics. It was fairly quiet, but as it was our first dajies :
we found plenty to look at, and Carlos Bethancourng>
our Canopy Tower guide, was dkigith the scope
and little escaped his eye. We watched Agoultis,
large rodents that feed ofallen fruit and other
rainforest foods, cross the road. Throughout the
walk we listened to loud roaring from two troops of
Howler Monkeys. Redapped Manakins put on a
guick show but were upstaged by a pair of Rufous
Motmots, followed shortly by an inedibly tame
Broadbilled Motmot. Blackhroated Trogons were
also quite tame, and we had a chance to
photograph butterflies and dragonflies as well as
these colorful birds.

We had a pickup arranged at the bottom of the
road, a steep climb that Bud and Gingy had scale
the previous afternoon to get some exercise. Todz:
we did not have much of a break, as we had
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to see histoic Fort San Lorenzo at the scenic mouth of the Chagras River.

About half way across, as billboards began to appear to announce thedréetgone of Colon, it started
to rain. It was coming down pretty hard by the time we got out of the bus at the S@ur enthusiasm
for exploring was a bit curtailed. Some had not brought raingear, so our array of clothing was pretty
comical. We persevered some, and a treat overhead was a kettle of some 200 Sta#d#ovKites,
winging their way northwards. We hadeat looks at Yellowheaded Caracaras, Streaked Flycatchers,
Eastern Kingbirds and a Biiéllied Wren. Bud described the place as one with a foreboding sense of
history, and to almost everyone it was defensible
only from sea; indeed, it fell by attack froland.

The signage at the Fort has not held up; we read
what we could, and got a feel for the conflict of
Britain and Spain; lawful and lawless, pirates and
private citizens. Rock walls of the Fort are covered
by lichens, plants grow through what is leftthe
mortar, and Magnificent Frigatebirds soar
overhead.

We heard Howlers near the bus, but by the time

we got to them the heavens opened up and few

wanted to stand in the rain. With luck it stopped

almost as soon as it started, and we got another
chay OS |4 12¢6fSNDRa ol O1 Fd GKS wly3aSNI {dFiAz2yd 2§
possible closure of the road ifBlGship came through Gatun Locks. Driving right beside the giant doors
that hold water back in the locks, we continued
through and stopped at a bridge from which we
found our first Green Iguana, a Ringed
Kingfisher, Crimsebacked Tanagers and in the _
open field across, brilliant Reateasted :
.fFPO10ANRAE YR | ¢NRL
that Fort Sherman is in disarray; builgs seem
to be melting into the Earth. The two sides of t
Isthmus have very different grips on prosperity!

We ended our day with snacks and libations
aboard the Panama Railroad, stepping back in
time as we stepped into the red and yellow
painted domecar.Brilliant blooms of Tabebuia = ; Ve 2 -

trees I|t up the landscape as we passé&tle watched Snail Kites and lepklns en route, passed the jail

0 KI K2dzaSa b2NAS3ItI y263 yR Sya22&8SR SIOK 20KSN

Gingy described the ridesdubricated, and Bud said they explored the meaning eflafand Umlaut,
which all made sense after three glasses of wine. It was great to ride along the Canal, watching ships,
eating ElGolpe OKA LJA X LI2NJ] NAYRa |yR LIXnmiydlrAyas tlylYlQ

Dinner was back at Canopy Tower, and a few of us stayed up to complete our bird list.
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Tues., March 27, 2012 Discovery Tower / Pipeline Road
We got up in the dark, with hopes to reach the deck of the Discovery Tower, high above the rainforest
canqy of Pipeline Road, at sunrise. After a very early breakfast, we headed out to Discovery Tower on
the famed Pipeline Road, now in Soberania National Park.

We made it in time, and spent several amazing hours
surrounded by sounds of Great Tinamead Collared Forest
Falcons, both elusive species. We got immediadés at Purple
throated FruitCrows, Cinnamon Woodpeckers, and Blue
headed, Mealy and Rddred Parrots. A male and female Blue
Dacnis seemed like vibrant gems, quite close to the platfdut
were soon outdone by a distant Blue Cotinga, at long range still
an electric being. The male stayed perched for all to get scope
views. As the bird chorus slowed down, the butterfly legions
took over, floating silently and stunningly over this ségreen.
Park found a gecko and several cool dragonflies.

4, We came down to forest level and enjoyed a break at the Visitor
Center, where a lovely woman brewed fresh, strong coffee

which we enjoyed with coffee cake that Carlos had packed from
the Canopy dwer. Hummingbirds were also there to feast; they

~ staged runs into several hanging feeders. We saw tairep
Hermits, Blackhroated Mangos V|olecrowned Woodnymphs and the most common and beld
White-necked Jacobin. People had fun trying to cakistY a2y FAf Yé D ¢ KSNB 6 SNEB
the signature birds of the area, and a chalk board listing recent sightings.

Carlos gathered us up to walk a trail to a small
lake, en route introducing us to a duo of Nig
Monkeys that peeked out of a goesized
knothole in the tree. They had adorable faces
with huge eyes, and pinkish hands with
perfect little fingers; fun! En route to the lake
we came upon a mixed flock, seeing at close
range Cinnamon Woodpeckers with their
handsome tummy spots, how seeheye-

level. They traveled with noisy Datinged

Antwrens, Checkhroated Antwrens, and a |
pair of Plain Xenops. From the lakeshore we| {\\
spied Wattled Jacanas, Common Moorhens,§
and several types of egrets. :

We returned to the Discovery Center, packed up andgooner were down the road when Carla
aA3IAYylFESR F2NJ I &0 2 H® LISE HRIMRARISHOY @y\u IF f Bt AIKNR DS d
of CrimsorONB a1 SR 2 22 RLISO1 SMAES XY RYRR g5t AStyR28SR 4 (1 O
on broad trunks of rainforest trees. Bud got some killer photos and thanked Carla profusely. We

stopped for a few other sightings, heading gradually back to our base.
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We hated to go, but finished up in time for lunch,
and after a restful break boarded tiiénamoy a
vehicle also called thRainfomobile an open air
contraption perfect for letting us see birds, blooms
and scenery as we explored areas nearby. We went
a short ways to a weknown birding spot, one that

is always productive. Standing near a small pond
and adjacent wet, open area backed by forest, we
saw several dozen species, including cracking looks
at Pygmy Kingfisher, Bohtlled Flycatcher, a pair

of dueting Barred Antshirkes, and a pair of mating
Rufescent Tiger Herons.

oy 2 S 1 SLI 020K 1AOR LISIANT 2 $3D
il directions in rapid succession. Through one of these

‘ Lynn found us a prizeright next to a Capybara,

wading between it and a Wattled Jacana was a
White-throated Crake, right out in the open! People
lined up, being day one oucspe speed system

was not welorchestrated, yet all managed to see

this oftenelusive bird. It ducked back into cover

but we still had Blackellied Whistling Ducks to

M admire.

% Time passed quickly and to motivate us being back

| for the barbecue, Carlostaf SR 2dzi &/ 2 O (
: : ' at which time boarding went quickly! It was home

to a very fun dinner, served outside, and featuring grilled chicken with pico de gallo, sausages, several

salads and dessert, with complimentary wine. We finished off a vergdulvith an optional night

drive, which proved to be quiet this year (last year the group had Spectacled Owls!) blid get good

looks atCommon PauraqueWe then headeddme to bed and restful sleep.

Wed., March 28, 2012 Jungle Boat Ride / Miraflores Lockduseum / Summit Ponds

{ SOSYy 2Q0ft 201 oNBF1Flrad aSSYSR tA1S I oA3 &af SSL
Monkeys, Great Tinamous, and parrots heralding the day. They had coffee waiting for us atop the

viewing deck at dawn; like magnet& flocked that direction. Today we had pink puffy clouds making

for some fine scenery, but fewer birds than the day before. A couple of bright, jaunty Chegtadt

Warblers were in, along with Summer, Scarlet, Bjugy and Palmanagers.Alexis, anotler guide from

Canopy Towerspotteda dark phase Shottiled Hawk perched a long ways away, though visible in the
scope.

We descended for pancakes, eggs, bacon and little corn masa crispy tots, fresh fruits, yoghurts and
juices. Once fortified, we boaed the Tinamoy our open air coach, heading to Gaoatand two small
02luax gAUK LINPUSOUAQGS lFgyAy3az uKIFIU 6SQR KI @S
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Gatun Lake. We first explored some back waters of
the Chagras River near Gamboa Rainfoladge,
finding various heron<reater AnisSpotted
Sandpipers, Purpl@allinules in stunning light,

coots andCommon GallinuledVe then headed out
into the Canal proper, revving up the engines to get
by some HUGE container ships, several working
dredges and a few pilot boats. We turned into
some side channels, lined by lush forestpalms,
flowering Tabebuias and myriad other trees. Soon
we were spotting Osey, Limpkins, Bluevinged
Tealand Blackbellied Whistling Ducks, and one we
were on a quest to find, having missed it at Ammo
DumpPonds, the Lesser Kiskadee. We found

several Anazon Kingfishers, both large reptile€rocodile and Spectacl€simans, Rufescent Tiger
Herons, Yellowumped Caciques and others. It was great fun being on the water; a stunning, sunlit day
and lots of species. Time passed quickly until we turned fardygacing back and passing a Panamax
bargeloaded to the hilt, with containers stacked wide and tall.

We had a delicious choice of two pasta dishes for
lunch, and several returned for seconds; no weight
loss on this adventure! After lunch several caugh
up on their bird list, and eight of the group
ventured out to tour the Miraflores Locks museum.
Sadly most of the exhibits were under repair, three
of the floors closed for maintenance, so the main
attractions were the movie and watching actual
shipsenENJ I YR SEAG GKS t201ad
again by 4PM but our nervous driver wanted us in
so he could get to air, a tire in the bus going down
quickly. Ed confessed that on his last trip to
Ecuador their bus had had a flat, we teased him he

had not braught good luck!

Summit Ponds could offer one howasd hours of
birding; two of our keen ones had gone a bit

earlier with Carlos, and we were happy to have
least some time to end the day watching birds |
come in to roost. A big attraction here is a colon
of Boatbilled Herons, a nocturnal feeder thatrca
be elusive; here we got scope views. They had
big, homelylooking chicks that were large 9
enough not to fit on the nest anymore so it was ¥

time to time, giving us a chance to see and
photograph them. The pahwas very active and §
we got super looks at Grayecked Wood Rail,
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